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  Step out: time to ban Amazon lobbyists from the European Parliament



  


             EU Watchdog Radio Episode 49

      
            12.02.2024

      
  
        Trade unions and civil society back MEPs' call to ban Amazon lobbyists from European Parliament. This is big news and Bram Vranken explains how we got here.
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  Step Out - Trade Unions and Civil Society back MEPs' call to ban Amazon lobbyists from European Parliament.



  


            12.02.2024

      
  
        Trade unions and civil society organisations are throwing their weight behind Members of European Parliament’s (MEPs) demand to strip Amazon lobbyists of their parliamentary access. On 5 February, MEPs on the European Parliament’s Employment Committee sent an official letter to European Parliament President Roberta Metsola, urging the withdrawal of lobbying badges from the tech giant’s representatives, effectively barring them from the Parliament's corridors.
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  EU Parliament votes to scrap safety rules on new GMOs in handout to biotech industry



  


            However, new GMOs will still be subject to labelling and traceability, thanks to a strong campaign supported by hundreds of thousands of citizens.

      
            07.02.2024

      
  
        The EP voted in favour of a draft law that would scrap all safety assessments for most new GMOs. This would mean a degradation of environmental and health standards in the EU, as a handout to corporations like Bayer and Syngenta.
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  The MEPs' vote on new GMOs that's a gift to corporations



  


            07.02.2024

      
  
        On Wednesday (7 February) MEPs will vote in the Strasbourg plenary on a proposal that would scrap any safety checks for GMOs (NGTs), as well as labelling and traceability requirements. Many of these MEPs, I suspect, will scratch their heads a few times about the implications of this deregulation proposal.
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  How the chemical-industry lobby pushes 'safe use' exemptions



  


            25.01.2024

      
  
        The Commission may shortly publish its thinking on 'essential use', an important component of the Green Deal's strategy on chemicals. This will help determine whether industry can carry on contaminating consumer products with hazardous substances or whether such chemicals should only be used when absolutely essential and when no safe alternatives exist.
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  Outcome NGT (new GMO) vote in EP Envi committee



  


            Next betrayal of the Green Deal to please the likes of Bayer and BASF

      
            24.01.2024

      
  
        Today’s vote in the EP Environment Committee on the deregulation of New GMOs (NGTs) is the next betrayal of the EU Green Deal in the European Parliament, after the SUR debacle (pesticide reduction) and Nature Restoration Law (NRL). Too many MEPs have shamefully fallen for the years long corporate lobby campaign.


  








    

  

  

      
  
      

  

  
  
        [image: There are two cartoon characters on a light blue background. The first one is a lobbyist and the second one is a scientist. The lobbyist says: "We call it "essential". As it's essential, we maximise our sales, no matter what the impact."]
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  Big Toxics’ misleading narratives risk diluting upcoming essential use concept, new research reveals



  


            24.01.2024

      
  
        Both at work and in everyday consumer products, people in Europe are exposed to high levels of harmful chemicals that pose a threat to human health and the environment. The European Commission’s proposal for an ‘essential use’ concept (EUC) could streamline the regulation of such hazardous substances and speed-up the shift to safer alternatives. It could be published before the European elections. However, the chemicals industry and its allies have been lobbying to undermine the proposal, and with the postponement of the Commission's key chemicals reform (the revision of the REACH regulation)
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  How “essential” are hazardous substances?



  


            Industry is fighting to weaken new tool aimed at protecting health and ecosystems

      
            24.01.2024

      
  
        New evidence reveals how Big Toxics and its allies have used misleading narratives to try to weaken the concept of ‘essential use’, to create regulatory loopholes for their hazardous products, and ultimately derailing the Commission’s flagship chemicals reform.
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  Take action! New GMOs need to stay checked for safety and labelled



  


            15.01.2024

      
  
        The European Parliament (and the EU member states' governments) is debating a new law for new GMOs that would come down to a complete deregulation: no more safety checks, mandatory traceability, nor labelling on the end product. This would mean that GM food could come on our fields and plates untested and unlabelled. Ask your MEPs to support strict regulations for all new GMOs to preserve our freedom of choice, health, and environment!
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  CEO makes new complaint about unregistered industry lobbying



  


            15.01.2024

      
  
        Following a report by DeSmog, Corporate Europe Observatory has today demanded an investigation into unregistered influencing activity by European Livestock Voice (ELV).
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            Help us stay independent



      
  


  
    
            We are a small team that works fully independently of funding from EU

institutions and corporations.

Every single donation helps us fight the hold of Big Business over the EU.
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            Corporate Europe Observatory

Rue d’Édimbourg 26

1050 Brussels – Belgium

Tel: +32 (0)2 893 0930

For media inquiries please contact

media(at)corporateeurope.org

For any other issues, please email us at

info(at)corporateeurope.org
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            Charitable status

Corporate Europe Observatory is recognised by the Dutch tax office as a charitable institution (ANBI) under fiscal number 806634558. Legal and fiscal information can be found here.

Who funds us

Our funding policy rejects funding from EU institutions and corporations in order to maintain the independence of our research. See which grant-making foundations are supporting us.

Lobby transparency

Corporate Europe Observatory is registered in the EU lobby transparency register under identification number 5353162366-85.

 

 



      





  

  


              
            
          


        



        

  





  


  
  
  




