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Scientific and risk assessment experience 

-I am currently in charge of a group of 70+ conducting diagnosis and research on viral diseases of 

animals. My Division hosts the national and international (OIE/FAO) reference laboratories for 

Animal Influenza, Newcastle Disease, Rabies and the OIE Collaborating Centre for Diseases at The 

Human Animal Interface. 

 - We  collaborate in the management of avian influenza  and Newcastle Disease epidemics at a 

national  and international level and are active in science-to-policy working groups on animal 

influenzas. 

- We are partners of several international collaborations on the molecular evolution of influenza 

viruses, on interspecies transmission and on pathogenesis studies in animal models. The group also 

focuses on the development and evaluation of novel intervention strategies for avian influenza, 

Newcastle disease and rabies including vaccination.  

-We are involved in consortia to assess the risk of the emergence of a human pandemic virus from 

the animal reservoir and are part of several international consortia to develop pan reactive vaccines 

against influenza infections in humans. 



- Coordination/ participation in a total of 45 projects, among which EU funded projects FLUAID and 
FLUTRAIN (as coordinator), FLUPATH, FLU-LAB-NET, FLURESIST, FLUBIRD, EPIZONE, RabMedControl, 
EPIZONE (as partner) and OIE funded twinning projects. 
 

Main scientific publications 

Areas of publication: influenza viruses, vaccination, viral diseases, interspecies transmission, public 

health 
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