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Scientific and risk assessment experience 

Mohan Raj is a veterinary scientist specialised in farm animal welfare, especially during slaughter for 
human consumption and killing during disease outbreaks. He has published over 100 papers as 
international scientific journal articles, book chapters, reviews and conference papers and has been 
an invited speaker at many international conferences on animal welfare, including ethical, religious 
and cultural attitude towards animals. 
 
Since 1995, he has been involved in scientific and risk assessments: 
Served as a member of several working groups of the European Commission (EC) and European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA) and produced several scientific reports. For example,  
Slaughter and killing of animals for human consumption – adopted 30th October 1996. 
Killing of animals for disease control purposes – adopted 30th September 1997. 
The use of Mixtures of the Gases CO2, O2, and N2 for Stunning or Killing Poultry – adopted 23rd June 
1998. 
Welfare aspects of animal stunning and killing methods – adopted 15th June 2004. 
Euthanasia of animals used in research – adopted September 2005. 
Animal welfare aspects of the killing and skinning of seals – adopted 6th December 2007. 
Welfare of farmed fish during stunning or killing – adopted during 2009. 
 



During 2009, served as a member of the EFSA Scientific Panel on Animal Health and Welfare and 
reviewed several scientific reports and opinions concerning welfare of dairy cows (2), knowledge 
gaps and research needs for the welfare of farmed fish, general approach to fish welfare and the 
concept of sentience in fish, animal welfare aspects of husbandry systems for farmed fish (5), and, 
species-specific welfare aspects of the main stunning and killing of farmed fish (6). 
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